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of change and uplift the over 388 million
women and girls living in poverty around the
world.

As in past years, the Women’s Entrepre-
neurship Day Organization Pioneer Awards
recognize and honor distinguished women
who are leaders and innovators across mul-
tiple fields with inspiring accomplishments.
This year’s honorees include:

Janice Bryant Howroyd—Founder and CEO
of The ActOne Group of Companies—Busi-
ness Pioneer

Lele Pons—Celebrity Influencer, NFT and
Crypto Enthusiast, 100 million Followers—
Influencer Pioneer

Beverly  Johnson—Iconic
Model Pioneer

Wendy Fisher—Artist, President of the
Board of Trustees of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Foundation—Art Pioneer

Neeti Mehta—Co-Founder and Chief Impact
Officer of Automation Anywhere—Technology
Pioneer

Amanda Feilding—Countess of Wemyss
and March, Founder of the Beckley Founda-
tion, and Psychedelics Pioneer—Science Pio-
neer

Mitzi Perdue—Founder of CERES Farms,
Philanthropist, and Anti-Human Trafficking Ad-
vocate—Philanthropy Pioneer

Coco Rocha—Founder of the Coco Rocha
Model Camp and Supermodel—Fashion Pio-
neer

Marta Belcher—Chair of the Filecoin Foun-
dation and General Council and Head of Pol-
icy for Protocol Labs—Web3 Pioneer

Madam Speaker, | urge the entire House to
recognize these role models, and to celebrate
Women’s Entrepreneurship Day this year.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NOTRE DAME
ACADEMY BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
TEAM STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2022

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize the Notre Dame Academy
Boys Cross Country Team for winning their
first Division 2 State Championship Title.

On Saturday, October 29th, the Notre Dame
Boys Cross Country Team traveled to the
Ridges Golf Course in Wisconsin Rapids to
compete in the 2022 Wisconsin State Cross
Country Championships. After an incredible
season by both the Boys and Girls teams the
Boys successfully secured the state title.

This state title is a remarkable achievement
as the team has secured runner-up finishes in
three of the last four seasons. Following a
season full of hard work and determination,
the Boys Cross Country Team has achieved
greatness and will be remembered by the
Green Bay community for years to come. Led
by Isaac Nowak, who took fourth place and
Joseph Stumpf, who took twentieth overall in
the race this team was able to surpass the
previous runner-up finishes. With the help of
great runners Braeden Tilot, Joseph Hunt,
Jackson Fogarty, Bryce Hawley, and Federrico
Auricchio they were able to accomplish their
goal of a State Title. | commend them all for
an outstanding performance at the state
championships.

Supermodel—
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Achieving the title of State Champion is a
testament to the hard work and dedication that
the coaches and athletes display every day of
the season. Finishing at State with 81 points
to secure the win, the Notre Dame Boys Cross
Country team has shown consistent improve-
ment and | wish them nothing but the best in
seasons to come.

| extend my sincerest congratulations to
Head Coach Gard and the entire Notre Dame
Cross Country team for this outstanding ac-
complishment. It is my honor to recognize
these young men and | ask my colleagues to
join me in applauding their unwavering com-
mitment and dedication to their sport.

————

INTERNATIONAL PARLIAMENTARY
INQUIRY REPORT ON MYANMAR

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2022

Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today as
a member of the International Parliamentary
Inquiry into the global response to the crisis in
Myanmar. Therefore, | include in the RECORD
the executive summary of our final report.

Since the Myanmar military staged a coup
on 1 February 2021, the situation in the coun-
try has steadily deteriorated. The military
junta, led by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
has waged a brutal war of attrition against its
own people, committing countless atrocities
and ruining the country’s economy. Military
forces have killed at least 2,371 people and
displaced hundreds of thousands, bringing the
total number of internally displaced persons in
the country to over 1.3 million. The junta has
also jailed more than 15,000 political prisoners
and made routine use of torture against those
arrested, all while launching a far-reaching
crackdown on freedoms of expression and as-
sociation, including an intense repression of
independent media and civil society.

Nevertheless, the people of Myanmar have
resisted. The massive peaceful demonstra-
tions in the coup’s immediate aftermath, as
well as the Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM) that saw hundreds of thousands join a
general strike, including throughout the bu-
reaucracy, demonstrated the population’s
overwhelming rejection of a return to military
rule. The coup has also inspired an unprece-
dented level of unity among those opposed to
the military, including across ethnic lines.

In April 2021, the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) of Myanmar was formed, bringing
together parliamentarians ousted in the coup,
ethnic minority representatives and civil soci-
ety actors. The NUG rightly claims a mandate
as the legitimate representative of the
Myanmar people. It enjoys widespread popular
legitimacy and support, especially in the coun-
try’s heartland, and represents the most inclu-
sive government in Myanmar’s history. The
NUG has expressed a commitment to estab-
lishing a new constitution and a genuine fed-
eral democracy in Myanmar, which would rep-
resent a major step toward fulfilling the aspira-
tions for autonomy of the country’s ethnic mi-
norities.

The junta’s attempts to subdue the resist-
ance with extreme violence failed dramatically,
and only served to exacerbate existing ten-
sions and drive some anti-junta activists to
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turn to armed struggle to defend themselves.
Anti-military militia groups known as people’s
defense forces (PDFs)—some under the com-
mand of the NUG—have been established
across the country, including in areas that had
been relatively peaceful before. The coup has
also triggered a new wave of violence be-
tween the military and ethnic armed organiza-
tions (EAOs), which have been fighting for au-
tonomy for decades in the country’s border-
lands. Some of these EAOs, such as the
armed wings of the Karen National Union
(KNU) and the Kachin Independence Organi-
zation (KIO), have allied themselves with the
NUG. Not all EAOs have formally joined the
anti-military struggle, as Myanmar’s political
landscape remains extremely complex and
fractured.

The escalating violence has precipitated the
near collapse of the economy and an unprece-
dented humanitarian crisis. Myanmar's GDP
has dropped 13 percent since 2019, and 40
percent of the country’s population now lives
below the national poverty line. Despite the in-
creased needs, humanitarian actors have
struggled to reach vulnerable and remote pop-
ulations, as the military has placed severe lim-
itations on humanitarian access.

The international community has proven
largely unable to respond effectively to the cri-
sis. The junta’s international allies—most
prominently Russia and China—have emerged
as steadfast and uncritical supporters, sup-
plying both weapons and legitimacy to an oth-
erwise isolated regime. Foreign governments
that profess support for democracy have not
backed up their rhetoric with the same force of
action, however. While a number of countries
have imposed sanctions targeting junta lead-
ers and their personal assets, these efforts re-
main uncoordinated and have failed to suc-
cessfully target key revenue-generating enti-
ties, such as the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enter-
prise (MOGE). The United Nations has been
particularly hampered by internal divisions and
has proved to be unable to project influence.
The NUG has attracted supporters globally
and continues to occupy Myanmar’s seat at
the UN, but most governments have been
hesitant to formally recognize it, despite calls
from parliaments and advocates to do so.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member,
has been similarly plagued by internal divi-
sions and unable to respond effectively. The
bloc’s “Five-Point Consensus,” signed in April
2021 and aimed at addressing the crisis, has
utterly failed, hampered by a lack of will on the
part of all ASEAN member-states to enforce it,
and a military leadership in Myanmar that did
not show any intention of implementing it from
the beginning. While some member-states,
such as Malaysia, have called for a new ap-
proach, including direct engagement with the
NUG and other pro-democracy forces, others,
including Thailand or Cambodia, have per-
sisted as junta enablers.

As Myanmar slides into civil war, the possi-
bility for a negotiated solution to the conflict
has all but closed completely. The dialogue
prescribed in ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus
is impossible under the current conditions. Re-
sponsibility lies with the junta, which has
shown no willingness to engage with those
who oppose it and has instead relied exclu-
sively on brute force in its attempt to stamp
out any opposition. The execution of four polit-
ical prisoners in July 2022, the country’s first
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